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feelings of sympathy and benevolence and strengthened
movements for the relief of the artisans at a time when
charity was specially needed. Wesley and his followers (s) on
wished to abolish slavery and reform prisons: they tried to
educate the masses, supplying them with cheap but good
literature; they distributed their wealth to the poor, Wesley
himself spending £14,000 a year. On the other hand, Wesley
was a conservative on the side of order: the Methodists,
unlike the Dissenters, showed no sympathy with the French
Revolution. They urged the justice of obedience to the
established order; they discouraged violence and popular
agitation.
Meanwhile a religious revival had begun which was more The Evan-
definitely connected with the Church of England. At
many places, particularly in the north, the Midlands, and
the west, clergy were taking a renewed interest in spiritual
religion. Their learning was small, but their earnestness
was great. They were similar to the Methodists in this, its charac-
0	J	tenstics
in their hostility to the theatre and dancing, in their in-
sistence on simplicity and spontaneity and in their philan-
thropic intentions. But they stood more firmly by the
Articles, the Prayer Book, and the parochial system. They
" had no philosophy but Christ crucified, no Church system
beyond that of the Church of England, with a general bene-
volence towards all Protestant sects, and no learning to
meet the attacks of Deism and Liberalism."1 William Grim- and leaders
shaw established himself at Haworth in 1742, Henry Venn
at Huddersfield in 1759, Joseph Milner at Hull. Evangelicals
in the west were Fletcher of Madeley in Shropshire, Richard
Symes at Bristol and Samuel Walker at Truro. In the
Midlands there were John Berridge of Everton, John Newton
and Thomas Scott at Olney in Buckinghamshire. At the
universities, the Evangelical Movement was represented by
Isaac Milner, Charles Simeon and Joseph Jowett at Cam-
bridge, by Crouch and Daniel Wilson at Oxford. The
Movement began to win favour in London when William
Romaine established himself at St. Anne's, Blackfriars.
The Clapham Sect was founded by John Venn, the son of
1 Cornish, op. dt.t p, 10.

